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Greetings: 

 

Last spring, our students and staff experienced the new Kansas Assessment Program, specifically in the content areas of 

English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  This new type of academic assessment is aligned to Kansas College 

and Career Ready Standards and, for the first time, measures the depth of knowledge (how much students know) in 

specific skills areas.   

 

We believe that the Kansas Assessments in ELA and Math provide us with important information about how your 

student performs relative to established grade-level expectations.  However, these assessments represent only one 

academic measure.  As you know, we use other formal and informal assessments in a variety of ways to determine how 

your student experiences not only academic success, but success in general as a student. 

 

As you review your student’s Kansas Assessment Program results in ELA and Math, please keep the following 

information in mind: 

 

 Your student’s score is provided as a scaled score, which does not indicate how many answers were correct.  

Instead, it shares at what level your student is performing (Level 1, 2, 3, or 4) relative to grade-level peers in the 

same content area (ELA or Math). 

 Level 1 = not at grade-level expectation Level 3 = at grade-level and on track to college readiness 

 Level 2 = at grade-level expectation  Level 4 = above grade-level and on track to college readiness 

 The Kansas Assessment Program results utilize the median score as a point of reference.  The median scores listed 

for School, District, and State are helpful in comparing your student’s individual results to the middle score 

(median) of his or her grade-level group.  For example, if your student’s individual score is higher than the median 

for any of those comparison groups, then that means his or her performance on that assessment was higher than at 

least half of the students in that group. 

 These reports provide you with information about your student’s strengths using the term Claims.  Claims are 

groups of Targets, and Targets are groups of specific skills that are aligned to Kansas College and Career Ready 

Standards in each content area. 

 

We know that you want to be informed and involved in your child’s education as much as possible.  As such, we hope 

that you will find this information helpful and informative.  We greatly appreciate your role and assistance in your 

child’s learning.  Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school or the USD 286 office if you have any further 

questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Hinrichs 

Superintendent of Schools 

Chautauqua Co, USD 286 


