
It is the goal of all educators at USD 286 to prepare our students to be college and 
career ready.  We believe that students today need to be technology literate in order 
to be successful in our evolving world.  The following list provided by Ashley 
Wainwright of SecureEdge Networks demonstrates many of the reasons we have 
chosen to emphasize the appropriate uses of technology in our classrooms.  
 
10 Reasons We Utilize Technology in Our Classrooms: 
 

1. It can help prepare students for their future careers. 
2. Integrating technology into the classroom is a great way to reach diversity in 

learning styles.   

3. It gives students a chance to collaborate and interact more with other students. 

4. Technology helps prepare students for the real world environment.  

5. Integrating technology helps students stay engaged.  

6. Students are more excited about learning when able to use technology. 

7. Students are able to access the most up-to-date information quicker and easier 

than ever before. 

8. The traditional role of the teacher is changing; becoming more of an advisor and 

coach. 

9. Students are able to have more control over their learning. 

10. With additional technology you have the ability to purchase digital textbooks and 

they can provide cost saving for schools.   
 
At USD 286, we have been blessed with a very technology-rich school system.  Our 
students and staff are currently utilizing iPads and Chromebooks to maximize 
student learning.  To ensure that every teacher is prepared to effectively utilize our 
technology resources, USD 286 has provided numerous professional development 
opportunities.  Staff in-services have focused on Google Classroom, Kahoot, and iPad 
uses and our staff has collaborated with other districts; sharing effective practices 
and lessons learned.  
 
In grades 9th-12th, our students are utilizing Chromebooks.  Students have been very 
active using their Chromebooks and Google Classroom.  With Google Classroom 
students are able to create, share and edit files in real-time.  Student work is stored 
in the Cloud and Google Classroom is completely free.  Students can work anywhere 
at any time and teachers have access to student accounts at all times.  Classrooms 
using Google Classroom have become a central place for creating and tracking 
assignments, sharing ideas and resources.   
 
In grades 6th-8th students are utilizing iPads.  Students have access to apps and the 
ability to take home their iPads to continue learning at home.  Students use a variety 
of apps to complete assignments.  Students have more freedom to research topics 
they are interested in and complete assignments that relate to those topics.  iPad’s 
also enable our students to find help and foster learning across all subjects.  This 
technology has helped our teachers keep students more engaged in their learning 
and has provided them with another tool to motivate and inspire students. 



 
At the elementary level, students use a variety of devices including: iPads, laptops, 
SmartBoards, and computer labs.  The elementary students use technology for math 
practice, reading books, spelling practice and more.  We believe these tools allow 
our elementary students to be hands-on and to express their creativity in a variety 
of ways. 
 
We realize that the world around us is constantly changing and that the job market 
many of our students will enter may look vastly different than it does today.  We 
believe that teaching students to appropriately and effectively utilize technology 
will help them become life-long learners that will thrive in college and in their 
chosen careers.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of USD 286 and our students! 

 

 

Nathan Hinrichs 
Superintendent of Schools 
USD 286, Chautauqua Co. 

 

 


